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Application No. 
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Appltcant(s) 



Henshaw et al. 



Examiner 



Ana Fortune 



Art Unit 

1723 




The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3__ 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) (x) Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 22, 2002 ■ 

2a) jx) This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 15-18 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) 53 Claim(s) 75- 18 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 



is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 



10)D The drawing(s) filed on 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) Q Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) O Notice of Draftspersons Patent Drawing Review {PT0-948J 

17) [U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



18) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

1 9} Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
20) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 12 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Reissue Applications 



1. Claims 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 251 as being an improper recapture of 
broadened claimed subject matter surrendered in the application for the patent upon which the 
present reissue is based. See Hester Industries, Inc. v. Stein, Inc., 142 F.3d 1472, 46 USPQ2d 
1641 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Clement, 131 F.3d 1464, 45 USPQ2d 1161 (Fed. Cir. 1997); Ball 
Corp, v. United States, 729 F.2d 1429, 1436, 221 USPQ 289, 295 (Fed. Cir. 1984). A 
broadening aspect is present in the reissue which was not present in the application for patent. 
The record of the application for the patent shows that the broadening aspect (in the reissue) 
relates to subject matter that applicant previously surrendered during the prosecution of the 
application. Accordingly, the narrow scope of the claims in the patent was not an error within the 
meaning of 35 U.S.C. 251, and the broader scope surrendered in the application for the patent 
cannot be recaptured by the filing of the present reissue application. Detailed rejection is discussed 
in paper No. 10, mailed on 10/02/01. 

2. This application is objected to under 37 CFR 1 . 1 72(a) as lacking the written consent of 
all assignees owning an undivided interest in the patent. The consent of the assignee must be in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.172. See MPEP § 1410.01. 

A proper assent of the assignee in compliance with 37 CFR 1.172 and 3.73 is required in 
reply to this Office action. 
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Art Unit: 1723 



Response to Arguments 



2. Applicant's arguments filed 1/22/02 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
The above rejection repeats the rejection on paper No. 10, and is maintained. On paper No. 4 
(amendment a) the discussed limitation, including the flexible support meas was added as the 
improvement to the prior art membrane device (see amended claims 1 and 9). In the same paper, 
page 7, second paragraph applicant stated "Applicant discovered that if the fibers I an extended 
skein wee no bundled, but potted in spaced apart relationship, spaced apart by a flexible support 
means, there was not damage to the fibers over an extended period.". Therefore, that limitation 
constitute the improvement over the prior art, and is critical to determining allowability of the 
claims over the prior art of record. By narrowing the claims with this limitation, applicant gave up 
the broadest aspect of the claim, which can not be now recapture bu reissue, ever if the claims are 
narrowed in another aspect. The said limitation above and the narrow limitation both need to be 
in the claims of the present reissued Application. In the Declaration of Manhendra et al 
(1/12/1998), section 14, it is point out as critical the fibers to be cushioned with resin, forming the 
flexible support, which is supported by reference 08/690,045, in specification, page 23, paragraph 

. The Declaration was filed to distinguish over the prior art rejection, in particular over Kunio. 
See, In re Pannu , 47 USPQ 2d 1657. (Peannu v Storz Instrument Inc.). 

3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ana Fortuna whose telephone number is (703) 308-3857. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Wanda Walker, can be reached on (703) 308-0457. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9310 for regular responses, and 
(703)872-93 1 1 for after finals. 




ANA FORTUNA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



Ana Fortuna 



April 10, 20002 



